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Background for this Square data base

ÅI saw my first Wileman Square shaped china about 1996 when Donna and I 
went to the UK with Dick and LaDonna Douglass.  On a miserable cold, rainy 
day at an antique fair at Swinderby, a former RAF airfield, I saw an elderly 
gentleman out in the rain with several pieces of Wileman Square for sale.  It 
was new to me, and I was hooked immediately.

ÅOn a subsequent trip to the UK, as a declared researcher I was allowed to 
photograph the first four existing Pattern Books. This made a tremendous 
amount of additional Square information available, and led to the early 
development of my Power Point data base.

ÅLƴ нлмф L ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ²ƛƭŜƳŀƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ƭǳōΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
General Meeting.

Å{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘƛǎ Řŀǘŀ ōŀǎŜ ŀǎ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƻǊ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ
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USE RESTRICTIONS

ÅThe information provided in this study is accurate to the best of my knowledge. 
However, since there are limited reference materials available on this subject I 
cannot be held responsible for any unintentional errors.

ÅThis study may not be copied, reproduced or distributed in any form 
whatsoever outside of Shelley Club members without the written permission of 
the author.

 

ÅThe Wileman/Shelley Pattern Books are copywrite protected by WWRD, United 
Kingdom Ltd. and the City Archive, Stoke on Trent, UK.  Pictures and data from 
the Pattern Books contained in this study may not be copied, reproduced or 
distributed in any form whatsoever without their written permission.
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Sources of information used in this study

This collection of pictures and data about the Wileman Square Shape was made possible 
through the generous help and valuable contributions from the following:

ÅJill Burridge  (UK)
ÅChris Davenport (UK)
ÅGerry Pearce  (UK)
ÅPeter Porrazzo (US)
ÅGlenys Ryall (NZ)
ÅBruce Sandie  (Australia)
ÅBob Nicol Smith (UK)
ÅaŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ {ƘŜƭƭŜȅ /ƭǳōǎ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

from their personal collections.
ÅPermission to photograph Pattern Books by the City Archive, Stoke on Trent.
ÅAuthorization to include Pattern Book pictures and data in this study with the permission 

of WWRD, United Kingdom Ltd. and the City Archive, Stoke on Trent.
ÅWileman, A Collectors Guide, 1995, Richard Knight and Susan Hill
ÅPictures from Worthpoint and Ebay.

Updated: July, 2025



Registration of The Wileman & Co. Square Shape

ÅThe first shape registered by Wileman & Co. (W&Co.)

ÅLƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ά5ƛŀƳƻƴŘέ ƳŀǊƪ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ уΣ мууоΦ

ÅRe-registered by W&Co. under the new, Government numbered 
Registration System as Rd. No. 6559 on May 8, 1884.

ÅThe only Wileman/Shelley shape to be registered twice.

ÅManufacture of the W&Co. Square Shape was supposedly discontinued on 
about 1888 (1), although several later examples of a later date have been 
identified, and are included in this study.

 (1) Wileman, A Collectors Guide ς Knight & Hill p.41
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The Wileman Square Shape

  THE WILEMAN PATTERN BOOKS:

ÅThe 1st existing*  Wileman Pattern Book begins with pattern # 3348 and ends with pattern # 4966.

Å The first factory pattern number shown on a Square Shape is # 3476, and the last is # 3776.

ÅMost factory pattern numbers used on the Square Shape are found in the 1st Pattern Book.  The 
only known exception is # 7843 which is found in the 5th Pattern Book and appears to be a re-issue 
of the earlier pattern # 3567.  

Å!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀǊŜ {ƘŀǇŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ 
pattern numbers, and are not known to have been identified in any existing Pattern Books.

ÅLƴ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ tŀǘǘŜǊƴ .ƻƻƪΣ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀǊŜ {ƘŀǇŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ  άv!έΤ άv! 
{ǉǳŀǊŜέΤ ά{ǉǳŀǊŜέΤ άvǳŜŜƴ !ƴƴŜέΤ άvǳŜŜƴ !ƴƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜέΤ ƻǊ ŀǎ ŀ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ {ǉǳŀǊŜ 
plate profile.

ÅIn several instances, factory pattern numbers in the 1st Pattern Book refer back to earlier factory 
numbers that are no longer accessible due to missing Pattern Books.

 *  Earlier Wileman Pattern Books are believed to have been lost/destroyed following
     Shelley China being acquired by Allied English Potteries in 1966.
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The Wileman Square Shape
Profiles of Square Cup, Handle, Saucer, Bread plate, Dinner plate
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The Wileman Square Shape

Factory Pattern Numbers & Registered Pattern Numbers
Factory Pattern Numbers (PN) were assigned by W&Co. to uniquely identify pattern and color 
variations, and were used as a specific identifier in the Pattern Books.  This was used by the 
factory to correctly identify the pattern/color if replacements were later needed.  However, in 
numerous cases, factory pattern numbers were not always included as part of the backmark. 

ÅRegistered Pattern Numbers (Rd. No. xxxxxx)  that were assigned by the UK government are 
displayed on the backmark.  (Usually under the W&Co. symbol.)  However, not all Wileman 
Square patterns were registered.  This is not to be confused by the registered Shape Rd. No. 
6559 which is always shown in some manner as part of the backmark

Åά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭǎέ shown in this study have not been identified in any Pattern Book.  They  are 
included due to their identifiable Square shape, and the existence of the Square shape 
Registration Number (Rd. No. 6559) which appears as part of the backmark.  None shown have 
factory pattern numbers.  In some cases, souvenir ware may also include the name and 
address of the retailer who ordered the specific item.

Updated: July, 2025



Wileman Square Backmarks

   BACKMARKS:
ÅNo examples of the earlier 1883 Diamond Registration backmark for the  Square 

Shape are currently known to exist.

ÅUnder the newer 1884 British registration system, all Square backmarks were 
required to ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀǇŜΩǎ сррф 
registration number. 

ÅBackmarks found on Wileman Square Shapes are often inconsistent.

ÅIn addition to the mandatory {ƘŀǇŜΩǎ άwŘΦ bƻΦ сррфέ ƳŀǊƪΣ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ōŀŎƪƳŀǊƪǎ 
may also include one or more of the following:  the early W&Co. symbol;  a 
Registered pattern number; or a Factory assigned pattern number.
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The Wileman Square Shape
Examples of some different Square Backmarks
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  The Wileman Square Shape

Terms used in this study: 

ÅFactory Pattern names -- LŦ ŀƴ άasterickέ is shown following the name, it indicates 
that the pattern name appears in the Pattern Book.

Å Other pattern names were possibly chosen by Knight & Hill for inclusion in their 
ōƻƻƪ ά²ƛƭŜƳŀƴΣ ! /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ DǳƛŘŜέΣ мффрΣ or have just evolved over time.

ÅThe use of the term άǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘt.έ indicates that the factory pattern number that 
appears in the Pattern Book as assigned to a Square Shape with the specific 
pattern/color; but does not physically appear as part of the backmark of the specific 
piece that was photographed.

ÅThe use of the term άverifiedBMέ indicates that the pattern number assigned by the 
factory is in the Pattern Book and also appears on the backmark of the piece that was 
photographed.
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The Wileman Square Shape

 Descriptions and terms used in this study:

ÅBoth patterns, as well as numbered color variations identified in the Pattern 
Books that are highlighted in yellow in this study represent patterns and/or  
colors that are not  included due to their current unavailability to be found and 
photographed. 

ÅάtŀǘǘŜǊƴ ōƻƻƪ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻƴƭȅέ Where a physical example of a pattern has not 
been found, a picture from the Pattern Book may be included.  In most cases 
this could include a drawing of the pattern, a written description and/or an 
illustration of the pattern on a square plate profile.

Updated: July, 2025



Relative Sizes of Square Cups

Updated: July, 2025

Cabaret/Coffee    Tea                      Breakfast/Moustache
    7.0 cm wide @ top          7.9 cm wide @ top              9.2 cm wide @ top
        5.6 cm high                         7.0 cm high                         7.6 cm high



Square Pot Sizes
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Regular Pot
19.4 cm high w/top,               
13.6 wide @ base

Cabaret Pot
15.8 cm high w/top,           
11.6 cm wide @ base



Relative Sizes of Square Bowls
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Slop Bowl
9.1 cm high, 15.1 cm 

wide @ top

Sugar Bowl
6.7 cm high, 11.0 cm 

wide @ top

Small Bowl
5.6 cm  high, 9.0 cm

wide @ top



Square Milk Pitcher Sizes
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Regular Milk Pitcher
10.8 cm high, 8.2 cm 

wide @ base

Cabaret Milk Pitcher
9.1 cm high, 7.3 cm 

wide @ base



Summary of Wileman Square Shape Study

ÅThere are 38 unique patterns identified in the 1st Pattern Book that were applied to 
the Square Shape.  Of these, 26 are illustrated by photographs in this study, with the 
remaining 12 still unidentified, but which are represented by drawings and/or 
comments taken from the 1st Pattern Book.  However, one pattern (3711) has been 
discovered that is not identified in the Pattern Book as being used on the Square 
Shape.  A photograph of this exception is included.

ÅWhen including color variations to known patterns, there are 99 different known 
Factory Pattern Numbers  that were applied to the Square Shape.  56 of these pattern 
numbers are represented by photographs.  The remaining 43 are not included due to 
their unavailability to be found and photographed.

ÅThis study includes 13 known ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭέ  patterns that are not  found in the Pattern 
.ƻƻƪǎΣ ƴƻǊ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ІǎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƻƴŜ ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭέ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ 
Registered pattern όwŘΦ bƻΦ сптсмύΣ ŦƻǊ vǳŜŜƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ рлth Jubilee in 1887, but was 
not assigned a factory pattern #.
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Square patterns with associated 
color variations include in this 

study:
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  Pattern # 3476  --  Japan *           verifiedBM

Updated: July, 2025

This pattern (# 3476) is the first pattern 
known to have been used on the Square 
shape.



 Pattern # 3476  --  Japan *  Cabaret Set             verifiedBM
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Pattern # 3476 ς Japan * ς  Cabaret Earthenware Tray      
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Pattern # 3476  --  Japan *
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Large slop/sugar bowl and milk jug



Pattern # 3476  --  Japan *
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Pot bottom Pot Stand

Note: this Pot Stand does not 
have a Square shape, but has 
the same matching PN.



     Ivy *

ÅPattern 3488  Ivy  -- Brown  ς filled with brown & green  

ÅPattern 3494  Ivy ς Salmon  

ÅPattern 3495  Ivy ς Ivory

ÅPattern 3499  Ivy -- Brown ςfilled with brown & green

ÅPattern 3542  Ivy
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Color variations specified in Wileman Pattern Book. 



Pattern # 3488 ς Ivy * ς Brown -- filled with brown & green      verifiedBM
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                  Pattern # 3494  -- Ivy * ς salmon   verifiedPB
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Pattern # 3495 ς Ivy * -- ivory
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Not certain if PN is 3494 or 3495 in above picture



Wild Roses & Butterflies *
as 3448

ÅPattern # 3489 Filled in color

ÅPattern # 3491 ςwatertree

ÅPattern # 3492 salmon 

ÅPattern # 3493 ivory 

ÅPattern # 3619 enamalled (re-issue)

Color variations specified in Wileman Pattern Book. 
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Pattern # 3489  -- Wild Roses & Butterflies *  verifiedBM
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Pattern # 3489  -- Wild Roses & Butterflies *
Teapot & Bread plate
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Blackberry *
Referred back to 3391

ÅPattern # 3490

ÅPattern # 3496 ivory

ÅPattern # 3497 watertree

ÅColor variations specified in Wileman Pattern Book. 
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    Pattern # 3496  -- Blackberry *  verifiedPB

Updated: July, 2025

Note:  Not to be confused with the later 
Registered Blackberry pattern Rd. No. 49676 
(W&Co. pattern #s 3576 ς 3578).



   Clematis *
         Referred back to 3500    

ÅPattern # 3504  Clematis ς white, purple w/ back flowers pink

ÅPattern # 3505  Clematis ς watertree, pink w/ back flowers yellow

ÅPattern # 3506  Clematis ς salmon, purple w/ back flowers yellow

ÅPattern # 3507  Clematis ς ivory, purple w/ back flowers rose

ÅPattern # 7504  Clematis (same as 3504 above ς possible replacement)
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Color variations specified in Wileman Pattern Book. 



Pattern # 3504  Clematis * 
White background, front flower purple w/ back flowers rose
          verifiedBM
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Pattern # 3504 Clematis

Updated: July, 2025

WOW !!!



 Pattern # 3505 Clematis * 
Watertree background, front flower pink w/ back flowers yellow 
         verifiedBM
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Pattern # 3506 Clematis *
Salmon, purple w/ back flowers yellow
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Pattern # 3507 Clematis  *
 Ivory background, front flower purple, back flowers rose       verifiedBM
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Pattern # 7504 Clematis * -- likely a replacement plate
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Pattern # 3509 ς Pattern Book description only - not named
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Printed Seasons Views *  

ÅPattern # 3511  Printed Seasons Views -- green

ÅPattern # 3512  Printed Seasons Views ς brown

ÅPattern # 3513  Printed Seasons Views ς coral red

ÅPattern # 3514  Printed Seasons Views ς blue

ÅPattern # 35yy  Printed Seasons Views ς pink ς Color not indicated in the PB.  
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Color variations specified in Wileman Pattern Book. 



Pattern # 3511  -- Printed Seasons Views *  ς green      verifiedPB
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Pattern 3512 ς Printed Seasons Views * -- brown      verifiedPB
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Pattern # 3513  -- Printed Seasons Views *  ς coral red verifiedPB   
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Pattern # 3514  -- Printed Seasons Views *  ς blue            verifiedPB
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Pattern # 3514  -- Printed Seasons Views * blue  -- 8 place Tea Service

Updated: July, 2025

NOTE: the pot, covered sugar bowl and 
milk jug are a shape registered to 
Thomas Blair & Co., Longton, UK. under 
Rd. No. 6280 and are believed to be 
pottery not china. 

They appear to be original to this 
{ǉǳŀǊŜ άу ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘŜŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
have ²ϧ/ƻΩǎ non-registered Printed 
Seasons Views pattern.  

The cups, saucers, slop bowl and plates 
are impressed with ²ϧ/ƻΦΩǎ Rd. No. 
6559, but the pot, sugar bowl and milk 
jug are not back marked by W&Co.  

There appears to have been a working 
relationship between Blair and W&Co. 
as this registered Blair shape exists in 
other pottery that is back marked by 
J.F. Wileman and W&Co.  See several 
following examples.



!ƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ƭŀƛǊ ϧ /ƻΩǎΦ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ Ǉƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘŀǇŜ ŀǊŜ decorated 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ tƭŀƴǘέ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ WΦ CΦ ²ƛƭŜƳŀƴΦ 
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A shape registered by Blair & Co. decorated with the ²ϧ/ƻΩǎ  
wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ά.ƭŀŎƪōŜǊǊȅέ pattern Rd. No. 49676.
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Updated: July, 2025

A shape registered by Blair & Co. decorated with the 
²ϧ/ƻΩǎ  wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ά.ƭŀŎƪōŜǊǊȅέ pattern Rd. No. 49676.


